R.E. Activity: Hope

The value hope is about much more
than just wishing as hard as we can
that things will be different. It is about
believing that the world can be better
and being prepared to do something!

The character Noah in the story
opposite, was willing to look silly in
front of his neighbours by building a
huge boat even though he lived miles
from the ocean, because he hoped
and believed that God had a plan.

Start with a circle of paper or light card and draw a spiral.
On the spiral write a hope or dream that you have that will
make the world a safer, cleaner or more healthy place to live.
Cut along the lines until you get to the centre, leaving a circle
in the middle. Make a hole in the middle soyou can hang
your spiral from a thread.
(You may want to practice
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1. Read ‘God's Special Promise .

2.Create yowr own spiral af hope. Youw could

God’s Special Promise

Thewaorld that God had made was a beautiful, colourful place —
brimming with life and bursting with good things. It was his
precious gift given with all his love. God hoped that people would
care for it and care for each other but now they were doing just the
opposite! They were gquarrelling, fighting, and spoiling everything.
God saw that there was only one thing to do; to begin all over again.

But God also saw that not everyone on the earth was wicked. There was
one man and his family trying to do their best to look after the world and to
look after each other and to listen to him. The man's namewas Noah. God
told Moah to build an ark — a huge, magnificent boat. Noah was mystified
because he lived miles from the ocean and was not sure why he would

ever need a boat. Asword got around about the enomous boat Noah's
neighbours made his life miserable with their taunts and jibes. Sometimes
Moahwas tempted to lose hope, but he knew from experience that he could
trust God for the future, so he and his family kept on building.

When the work was finally finished God told Noah to gather two of every
kind of creature as well as all his family together and set up home in the ark.
It took a long time but Moah had to just keep on trusting God. And then the
first raindrops began to fall, followed by showers, then torrents and finally
floods. On and on it rained for forty days and forty nights. When Moah was
beginning to lose hope of ever seeing the sun again, the rain suddenly
stopped. Noah sent out a dowe andwhen it did not return he knew that the
bird had found dry land on which to build a nest. They were safe at last!
And then awonderful thing happened. God sent a rainbow - a beautiful,
colourful bow in the sky. ltwas a sign of hope and promise. The world had
been washed clean, and was all ready for a new beginning.




