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Reception Vocabulary  

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

Birley Street 
High Street 
Newton-le-Willows 
St. Helens 
St. Peter’s Church 
St. Peter’s C.E. Primary School 
United Kingdom  
 
 
The following terms are to be amended by the teacher: 
 
Locations chosen to study with related place names 

bridge 
caretaker 
church 
cleaner 
compass 
country 
dentist 
doctor 
Head Teacher 
holiday 
house 
lake 
local 
map 
ocean 
river 
school 
seaside 
stream 
street 
teacher 
traffic lights 
zebra crossing 
 

Prepositions and direction-finding terms 
such as, above, around, below, left, right, 
forward, near, inside, opposite, outside 
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Y1 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

Antarctica 
Arctic 
Earth 
England 
English Channel 
Europe 
Ireland 
Merseyside 
Newton-le-Willows 
Northern Ireland 
Scotland 
St. Helens 
St. Peter’s C.E. Primary School 
Wales 
 
The following terms are to be amended by the teacher: 
 
Seaside location chosen to study with related place names 

autumn 
building 
city 
countryside 
freezing 
iceberg 
island 
map 
misty 
month 
ocean 
rain/rainforest 
route 
season 
shop 
snow 
spring 
street 
summer 
temperature 
thunderstorm 
town 
village 
winter 
The months of the year 
 
 

across 
Antarctic Circle 
Arctic Circle 
east 
The Equator 
inside 
local 
north 
North Pole 
South Pole 
outside 
polar 
south 
west 
Prepositions and direction-finding terms 
such as, above, around, below, left, 
right, forward, near, inside, opposite, 
outside 
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Y2 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

England 
Europe 
Indian Ocean 
Ireland 
Irish Sea 
Kenya 
London 
Merseyside 
Mount Kenya 
North Atlantic Ocean 
Nairobi 
River Thames 
Scotland 
Wales 
 
The continents:  Antarctica, Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, 

Oceania and South America  

The oceans: Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific and Southern 
 
 

adapt 
atlas 
capital city 
city 
continent 
country 
desert 
globe 
habitat 
national park 
ocean 
physical 
population 
rainforest 
route 
savanna 
symbol 
temperature 
town 
village 
waterfall 
wildlife 
 
 
 
 

across 
Arctic 
Eastern 
The Equator 
hemisphere 
inside 
local 
northern 
outside 
polar 
southern 
western 
Prepositions and direction-finding terms 
such as, above, around, below, left, 
right, forward, near, inside, opposite, 
outside 
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Y3 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

Volcanoes and Mountains 
Ben Nevis 
Etna 
Everest 
Himalayas 
Italy 
Mauna Loa 
Mount Snowdon 
Nepal 
Pacific Ring of Fire 
Pennines 
Scafell Pike 
Scottish Highlands 
Sicily 
Slieve Donard 
Vesuvius  
 
Local Area 
Newton-le- Willows 
Merseyside 
 
 

arid  
ash cloud 
climate/climate change 
core 
crater 
crust 
dormant 
earthquake 
eruption 
grassland 
human feature 
lava 
magma 
mantle 
meteorologist 
mountains (see glossary for further) 
peak 
physical feature 
polar  
plate 
precipitation (KS1 snow, rain) 
season 
settlement 
summit 
tectonic 
temperature      tremor            tropical  
vent     volcano          weather  

altitude 
epicentre 
latitude 
longitude 
map index 
map reference 
North Pole 
northeast 
northwest 
plate boundary 
southeast 
southwest 
time zone 
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Y4 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

South America/Rainforests 
 
The continent of South America has a total of twelve 
independent countries. In alphabetical order they are: 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, 
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela.  
 
Brasilia (and other cities) 
 
 
Pacific Ocean 
Atlantic Ocean 
 
Amazon Basin/River/Rainforest 
 
South America has three important river basins: 
the Amazon, Orinoco, and Paraguay/Paraná. 
 
Andes Mountains 
 
Angel Falls (Venezuela) 
Grasmere 
The Lake District 
Cumbria 
River Rothay 
Grasmere Lake 
Helm Crag 

agriculture 
biodiversity 
biome 
canopy 
deforestation 
ecosystem 
emergent layer 
environment 
environmentalist 
fertile 
forest floor 
humidity 
indigenous 
logging 
pollution 
poverty 
understory 
valley 
vegetation 
 

altitude 
equatorial 
International Date Line 
Prime Meridian 
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Y5 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

Europe 
 
European Union 
 
Athens/Greece 
 
Austria   Belgium   Czech Republic (Czechia)  Germany 
Iceland   Italy   Macedonia   Mediterranean Sea 
Mount Elbrus   Mount Snowdon   The Netherlands 
Pennines  Poland   Portugal   Romania 
Rome   Scafell Pike   Scottish Highlands   Sicily 
Slieve Donard   Ukraine 
 
Africa 
 
Countries including: Kenya, Somalia, Nigeria 
 
Major lakes and rivers in Africa: Lake Victoria, Lake Nyasa, 
Lake Tanganyika, Lake Turkana, Lake Tchad, River Nile, River 
Zambezi, River Niger, River Congo, River Limpopo…etc. 
 
Countries which border the Mediterranean and Red seas, 
the Mozambique channel, Indian, Atlantic and South Atlantic 
oceans. 
 
Sahara  
 

aerial view 
arid  
biome 
built environment 
climate 
contours 
ecosystem 
environment 
equator 
export 
Fairtrade 
grassland 
human feature 
key 
landscape 
landmark 
land use 
location 
national 
Mediterranean 
mountain range 
physical feature  
precipitation (KS1 snow, rain) 
region 
savannah 
temperature 
tropics 

grid reference 

16-point compass terms (e.g. North-

North-West, West-North-West, etc.)  

height above sea level  

map reference 

altitude 

latitude 

longitude 

map index 

time zone 
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Y6 Vocabulary 

Place names Geographical terms and processes Locational terms 

U.S.A./ Canada 
 
 
Landmarks and key features of North America e.g. Statue of 
Liberty, Golden Gate Bridge, Grand Canyon, Yosemite 
National Park, The White House and landmarks of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
 

Names of rivers studied e.g. 
River Alt 
River Nile  
River Thames 
Yangtze River 
Yellow River  
Yenisei River 
 
North West England 
UK – the main cities, counties and regions 
Merseyside 
River Mersey 
Irish Sea 
Huyton 
Hightown 
 
 

aerial view 
built environment 
coastline 
consultation 
development 
key 
landmark 
land use 
national 
planning 
canal 
channel 
condensation 
confluence 
dam 
drainage 
drinking water 
ecosystem 
embankment 
environment 
 

erosion 
evaporation 
flooding 
flood management 
flood plain 
flood prevention 
freshwater 
groundwater 
meander 
mouth 
pollution 
river bank 
river basin 
source 
transportation 
tributary 
valley 
water cycle 
watershed 

grid reference 
offshore 
onshore 
16-point compass terms (e.g. North-
North-West, West-North-West, etc.) 
estuary 
lower course 
middle course 
Prime Meridian 
upper course 

 


